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A SERMON, & 


Ars vii, 22: 


MOSES WAS LEARNED IN ALL THE 
WISDOM QF.! THE EGYPTIANS. | 


is only the continuation of life: 
It is the putting off the groſs garments of mor- 
tality and corruption, that we may paſs into 
the world of departed ſpirits. The humble be- 
liever in Chriſt Jeſus has two birth-days : The 
one, when he is called from darkneſs to light, 
from the dominion of Satan to the glorious li- 
" Hop of the ſons of God; the other, when he 


is raifed from matter to ſpirit, when he paſſes 


—_ time into Den. from e into 9 0 


The common eber es is - os 
_ cometh, muſt not expect more than common 
reſpect; but when diſtinguiſhed genius, ſincere 
n and conſpicuous virtue, are removed 


Rom. Xiii. 12, 


C3 


from us, they claim no ordinary tear: The 
body which they once animated and informed, 
muſt not privately enter the manſions of the 
grave. 


Moſes was hs in all the wiſdom of the 
Egyptians, and there was ſcarce any truth which 
Science could teach and application obtain, but 
what this departed Genius intimately knew, 
Moſes refuſed to be called the ſon of Pharaoh's 
daughter, becauſe he was animated by divine 
Faith, and eſteemed himſelf as a pilgrim be- 
| low, ſeeking a country and a cron which fail. 
etk not. Qur Friend could not be ſatisfied with 
mere ſcientific. truth, and he ſought his happi- 
neſs. above the ſkies.— The man Moſes was very 
meek above all the men who were upon the face of 

the earth, Meekneſs is ſeldom united. with 


eminent learning and extenſive; powers z but 
theſe were happily united in the Leader of 
Iſrael. . Our amiable Brother was highly diſ- 
tinguiſhed for this paſſive, virtue: In patienige he 
 Poſſefſed his foul: He exerciſed the Ow" of 

ants ne. the truth in love. : 5 


. Aut now, Gropping, ho HP I 2 25 
difidenc, on. the Wen talk which this oc- 
; caſion 
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caſion demands, of endeavouring to give a 
general ſketch of the character of the deceaſed. 
In doing this, I ſhall only ſhew the ſincerity of 
my regard, and the weakneſs of my power: Ye 
will accept the one, and pardon the other. Ye 
who knew him will fay, One half o, the great- 
neſs of his wiſdom was not told us; and ye who 
knew him not, (if any ſuch are preſent) may 
ſcarce believe the half which is ac) Pn 


. His very infancy Jenbjed Ln extra- 
ordinary and great. He was born, as it were, 
a thinking being; and was never known to cry 
or to expreſs any infantine peeviſhneſs, - Thoſe 
years which are ſpent in weakneſs, ignorance, 
and the miſconceptions of the groſleſt ſenſes, 
were marked by him with ſtrong intelligence. 
The queſtions he aſked, as foon as he was able 


to ſpeak, aſtoniſhed all who heard him; and 


| ſhewed that he came into the world rather to 
teach others, than to be tanght by them. He 


| might ſay, as one did before him,“ I Was a2 


„ witty child, and had a' good ſpirit; yea ra- 
ether, being good, I came into a body un- 
_ « defiled. Nevertheleſs, when I perceived 
that I could not otherwiſe obtain Wiſdom 
<q —_ God gave her me, (and that was a 
45 B 2 5 poems 


E 
« point of Wiſdom alſo to know whoſe gift 
„ ſhe was) 1 prayed unto the Lord, and be- 
* ſought him with my whole heart,” For there 
is a ſpirit in man, and the inſpiration. of the At 
mighty giveth underſtanding. This was the true 
and deep ground of his diſtinguiſhed eminence, 
Whence then cometh Wiſdom, and where is the Place 
of Underſtanding : It is hid from the eyes of all 
living, and kept cloſe from the fowls of the air P 
Surely God has various ways of communicating 


knowledge to man, without waiting for the flow 
information of the outward ſenſe g, 


At that early period, He was wiſer than the aged; 
He had more underſtanding than his teachers, be- 
Cauſe he kept the commandments of his God, He 

might ſay with young Samuel, and perhaps at 
an earlier period, 5 80 Lord, yor * inn | 


When a child, 223 and Kid. 

Jul in Wiſdom, and cunning in Knowledge, and un- 
derſtanding Science, But his virtues, founded 
on humility, accompanied and excelled his 
wiſdom. | He deeply felt the corruption of hu- 
man nature, and knew the weakneſs of human 
reaſon, | He might ſay of Wiſdom, as one did 
before 


T1 
before him, I called upon God, and the ſpi- 
„ it of Wiſdom eame to me. I preferred her 
* before thrones and ſceptres, and eſteemed 
« riches as nothing in compariſon of her, 1 
% loved her above health and beauty. For 
« God hath given me certain knowledge of the 
« things which are, namely, to know how the 
* world was made, and the operation of the 
* elements; the beginning, ending, and midſt 
„ of the times; the alterations of the turning 
„of the ſun, and the changing of the ſeaſons; 
te the circuit of the years, and the poſition of 
„the ſtars ; the natures of living creatures, and 
„the furjes of wild beaſts ; the violence of 
„ winds, and the \reaſoning of men; the di- 
_ « verſities of plants, and the virtues of roots; 
und all ſuch things as are either ſecret or 
„ manifeſt, them I knew.” His mind was too 
great to reject truth when Are to him in 
any form; and he would not join the indolent 
cry of Ignorance and Affectation to brand with 
. eflivim the occult ſciences, before he had exami- 

; ned Fs for himſelt. „„ 


His application was as intenſe as his curioſity 
was unbounded ; ſcarce allowing himſelf time 


. the needful refreſhments of eating and fleep- 
ing, 


TB] 
ing. His memory ſo ſtrong that, like another 
Paſcal, he retained all that he read; and his 
judgment fo ſolid, that he arranged, examined, 
and digeſted, all that he remembered, and thus 
made it his own. 


The ſeiencs of man, as the moſt important 
of all others, engaged the moſt of his attention. 
This includes our dependance and our duties, 
our hopes and our happineſs; the knowledge 
of the nature we poſſeſs, and of the God whom 
we ſerve. This ſuperior ſcience connetts hea- 
ven and earth, time and eternity, in one grand 
view. It introduces us to higher beings, and 
prepares us for better knowledge: This ſubjeQ- 
demanded all his intellectual powers, and here 
they were all well employed the patient in- 
veſtigation, the deep reſearch, the cloſe atten- 
tion to himſelf and others. Men remain igno- 
rant of others, becauſe they dare not become 
acquainted with themſelves. Self-knowledge 
enabled him wonderfully to penetrate into the 
characters and motives of others. The face, 
the voice, and the air, diſeloſed the moving 
principle within. And it is much to be queſ- 
tioned whether he was ever deceived in the 
judgment he formed of others. i 
| | In 


L341] 


in the iv eidigation of high and abltrule ſubs 
- jets, he diſplayed a bold originality of mind, 
deep thought, cloſe reaſoning, and a lively ima- 
gination. He could enlighten the obſcureſt ſub- 
ject by the force of his reaſon, and ſtrew the 

| WE intricate path with the e 985 _— 7 


ts Divinity we may trace hes tomy beladen UL, 


of mind, but wonderfully combined with the 
deepeſt reverence towards the Being of Beitigs, 
He diſcarded all the ſyſtems of men, ſaw the 
clouds of myſteries difpelling, and was able, in 
his comprehenſive view, to reconcile many ap- 


parent contradictions in contending ſects. He 


ſought for truth, wherever he could _ it ; 

and oP n * aa: fund!!! 
"Bunk: a wind muſt nesellanlyp be ſuperior to 
all the narrowneſs of religious bigotry. - 
made no one an offender for a word: But he wk 
reſpected, and defended the good, the humble, 
and the 1 88 in hag eee of Chrif-- 
tians. 3 £2 | 


Kink ideas of ihe Divine. morty were moſt fim- - 
ple and moſt ſublime. He looked far beyond 
| all the darkneſs, N and miſery of the 

Ws kalen 


8 oy" 


& have conſidered what is urged againſt our Sa- 


E 
fallen ſuffering creation. His mental eye was 
fixed on that glorious period, when puniſhment 
ſhould end in reformation, confuſion be redu- 
ced to order, light ariſe out of darkneſs, happi- 
neſs burſt forth from mifery, and death be 
{wallowed up of life. He ſaw the Lord God 
Omnipotent in all things. He contemplated 
the: unchangeable decree of Almighty mercy 
ever accompliſhing itſelf ; overcoming all oppo- 
ſition, and converting obſtacles into means, 
that it might bring forth its own. OY 3 
12 and e 3 


I cannot refuſe nyſe the CatisfaQion of. 
tranſuribiag his fentiments here on a very im- 
portant ſubject, from a letter of his to a vene- 
rable clergyman, whoſe character he juſtly 
reſpected, and whoſe labours he ably defended. 
Ve will recolleQ his ſimple and manly ſtile. 1 


* viour, but I ſtill firmly believe that Jeſus is 
very God of very God, is my God as much 
« as the Father, and I adore Him, and pray to 
« Him as ſuch. I believe that He, as God, in 
tc his Divine on took W him human 
nature, 


18 Mr. NY Here dn Was n and ingenious friend 
who wrote the able Appendix to the Diſſertation on Ever- 
_ laſting Puniſhment in Mr. W. Matthews's gd vol. 


| 


L | 
e nature; i. e. the ſoul and body of man. 1 
believe that the Godhead. was fully and 


« wholly in his humanity ; and that the Fa- 
ther, whom no one man hath ſeen, or can 


t ſee, in his on perſon, became viſible in the 
£. perſon of Jeſus, And therefore whoever be- 
holds Jeſus as his Lord and his God, need 
(in order te his peace) look no farther, nor 
e puzzle himſelf in the diſputes of men con- 
. cerning their Maker. I do not boaſt that 1 


„ have eſcaped the Arian or Socinian pollu- 


tions of myſelf. I do not pretend that I am 
“ match for the ſubtilty of theſe, men unaf- 
«ſiſted. | If I have diſcerned the; truth from 


4 falſhood, it was; not by my own, light: 


40 J always beg underftanding of the Spirit, of 
© the Holy On 1 1 . he W TO me 


tions near the well ſpring of Truth, yet he was 
always more attentive to the | ſocial duties of 
life, Which he eſteemed the moſt important. 
The favourite author was laid aſide, the deep 
meditation interrupted, the cloſe argument bro- 
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ddd. 5 lighted, 5 ee aha ide 
| Geldacof ſpeculation, and to drink large.liba- | 


„„ 
ken, whenever he was called upon by the wants, 
the e or the een of athens, BY 


TIE Haus b fed foto genitum fe ana 

do.” He lived not for himſelf. His knowledge 
in Divinity, Law, Phyſick, and Chemiftry, 
were applied for the benefit of others. He 
relieved the poor by his alms, and the ſick by 
his medicines, He conſoled the afflifted\ and 
inſtructed the ignorant. He defended the in- 
jured, and extricated the diſtreſſed. The bleſ- 
fing of the peace- maker was his portion. Did 
he ſometimes meet with ill returns for all his 
Aindneſs, his temper was not to be ſoured by 
ingratitude, nor his charity to be impeded by 
unthankfulneſs: With the keeneſt ſenſibility 
of ſoul, which marked the leaſt impropriety 
and felt every flight, he exerciſed the moſt 

difficult of the Chriſtian virtues, the forgive- 

neſs of injuries. That ſuch a man ſhould have 
had enemies is one of the ſevereſt roflections on 
our fallen mature. But Male volence muſt work, 
and Envy will degrade thoſe excellencies arhich 
| 1 e e aj to attain, or wa ns 


WTI a time © that es Fe PRs were tas gl 
in the drudgery of learning words, he was oc- 


Fn 3 


eupied in obtaining the knowledge of things. 
' While but a boy he was engaged to teach the 
learned languages to men.“ The Governor of 
the College at that time was a clergyman highly 
diſtinguiſhed for the fervour of his piety, the 
 hvelineſs of his imagination, and the force of 
his reaſoning againſt the deluſive cauſe of An- 
tinomian licentiouſneſs.+ The labours of this 
excellent pariſh prieſt, and the produQions of 
his pious pen, will long be remembered, as his 
loſs is now deplored. Suffice it to obſerve that 
with ſuch a man, our departed friend. was dif- 
ae the College of Tens, 


| With the greateſt edel he happily com- 
bined the nobleſt independance of ſpirit, even 
from a child: Independance I mean towards 
man ; for he will become meanly dependant 
on the periſhing creature, who loſes the ſenſe 
of his dependance on the great Creator, ONE - 
offers of the great could not allure him, who 
would not relinquiſh the dignity of his own 
mind for gilded. ſervitude and mean ſubmiſſion. . 
He was too noble to flatter, and too diſcerning | 
bd. abs: hats This world always n - 
Mt” VVV to 


n At 1 years of age he taught Greck and Lata in 
| the College of Treveka. 


The Rev. Mr. Fletcher, late Vicar of Madely. 


to him as empty and vain, and he never 
would condeſcend to court its favours, when 
it had nothing to beſtow which could claim 


his — | 


1 PE C 


Such was the ſupreme command which i 
had obtained over himſelf, that in the courſe 
| of his life, in which provocations were not 
1 os wanting, he was never once known to in- 
C dulge any anger, to give vent to any malice, 
or to harbour any revenge. If at any time 
he aſſumed the appearance of diſpleaſure, it 
was only at the diſcovery of meanneſs, trea- 
chery, and difimulation 1 e 1 7 8 


correct. 


| When he entered that | Univerſity which he 
loved, and where he breathed his laſt; that 
popularity followed him which he never would 
condeſcend to ſeek. He was courted, admired, 
and applauded, I will not pretend to conceal 
that he had ſome enemies there, but can 
diſtinguiſhed merit exiſt without them, for what 
| ; can pleaſe dulneſs, or fatisfy envy ? There 
= the ſcholar liſtened with pleaſure to the juſt- 
neſs of his criticiſms and the variety of his 
learning. The moraliſt was improved by 
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his kronledge of ua and his clear ſtate⸗ 
ment of moral obligation. The reaſoner ad- 
mired the accuracy of his diſtinctions, the 
clearneſs of his underſtanding, and the force 
of his mind. The pious and the wiſe obſerved 
with delight his continued ſenſe of the divine 
Preſence; his implicit conſidence in an over- 
ruling Providence, and his firm belief in an in- 
viſible world. Whenever he mentioned the 
name of the Majeſty of Heaven, like the pious 
Boyle and the reaſoning Clarke he obſerved a 
ſolemn pauſe, as conſcious in whoſe preſence he 
ſtood. His converſation was engaging, fimple, 
and manly : Diverſified by a brilliant imagin- 
ation, enlivened by innocent wit, and enriched 
with the greateſt variety of knowledge. The 
midnight hour inſenſibly ſtole on the regular, 
the ſober, and the N while they er he 


4. „The feaſt of Reaſon and _ flow of Soul.” v7 


— * 


10 nis company n was 4 
fidelity was almoſt convinced, and the 


ſcorner ſuppreſt his ſneer at perſons. and 
wes. wine Roe: wile. EE 


HA ail * c ad a e hes warm, ; 
was capable of the 1 friendſhip; and this 


blefling 


— ka 


EW]: 
bleſſing he imparted and enjoyed. He was 
diſcerning in his choice, and unſhaken in his 
attachment, He poſſeſſed all the warm reality 
of friendſhip, without the pompous parade of 
it. It was his joy and delight to promote the 
happineſs and to relieve the wants of others. 
For a friend he would aſk a favour which he 
never would requeſt for himſelf; and he felt a 
real in defending the cauſe and the reputation 
of another, which was totally unknown when 
he himſelf was injured. His friends were ſe- 
leQed, not becauſe they were rich, or noble, 
or learned, but becauſe they were ſimple, ſin- 
cere, and benevolent, 4 His name will live 
for evermore.” It is watered with tears of ge- 
nuine ſorrow, and engraved deep in hearts of 


ſenſibility. Can we forget his name while we 


remember his ſerene aſpect, his benevolent look, 
his polite attention, his cheerful converſation, 
his deep remark, his ſimple eloquence, his di ſin- 
tereſted affection, and his pious counſel ? 
Among thoſe who knew his worth, and have 
Heard his fame, it will be no ſmall honour to be 
Em as the e of John he's 2pm 


Though applies a crater.” yer O's was 
lowly in his own eyes. Though invited by the 
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| WJ] : 
rich and great, yet he: condeſcended io men F low 
2 as ene n ROO _ ee 
n Lord. 5 
„i e affubility, _ FIBA 5 
* and concealed the greatneſs, of his in- 
telle ctual powers. He never would overwhelm 
his antagoniſt with the ponderous torrent 
words, or triumph over him with the inſolence 
of ſucceſs. He Was calculated to be beloved, 
and not to be feared ; to inſpire confidence, 
and engage ſincerity, rather than to "Re 82 | 
the vain e of conſcious ce | 


ids py, wang 4 1 U 
company, and delighted an his converſation, 
there is too much reaſon to believe, that he 
himſelf was the child of deep ſorro w. While 
enabled to make others happy, he remained a 
ſilent ſufferer for many years. we mind leſs be- 
nevolent and leſs firm, would have indulged it- 
ſelf in peeviſh complaints, or ſunk at aeg under 
RF A d h ere Ait 


W * ON 29" Cent nat 7 
excellencies of his heart, than the vain and the 
ambitious are to diſplay their apparent virtues 
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and elk. importance. « He never turned: away 
his face from a poor man; and if he had 
wherewith to relieve, he aid not conſider the 
moral worth, but the natural miſery of the ob- 


ject. In the abandoned and the depraved 
he could diſcover ſome traces of the image of 


e IO he did "unto. e ua e me 
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43 | With W conceive what a ſon 


be muſt have formed, and what a loſs his ten- 


der and pious father now ſuſtains in the death 
of ſuch an only child. He was one who never 
expreſſed a want: Either he was ſupremely 
contented with every circumſtance of life, or he 


would not trouble others with his wants. As 


a ſon he was moſt attentive, NN and 
er to the beſt of ws 15 be 


I 


4 ” 
e 


enn time 13 158 W came, bl ſeen 


perfectly dead to this world, and abſtracted 


him. He avoided unprofitable converſe, and 
idle ſpeculations. The early hour and the fru- 
gal meal prepared him for contemplation and 
ſtudy. He had a full and clear preſentiment 


al his approaching diſſolution, and he ſeemed 


5415 c | to 
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to withdraw hifi from mortals, as 1 Was 

W as d converſe: Ne 8 feed E 
When we conſider the! Wenig of his rg 
the variety of his knowledge, and the excel. 
lencies of his ſoul, we may juſtly declare that 
he was a truly great character, and an original 
genius. The partiality of friendſhip muſt give 
place to the ſacredneſs of truth; and I do not 
mean to deſcribe him as a perfect man: His 
friends lamented his failings, and he himſelf 
ſincerely repented of them. The God of 
Heaven does not require more of his fallen 
- creatures ; and let us remember bt to be extreme 
to mark all that is done amiſs, ſeeing we have 
much cauſe for ſhame and repentance. He was 
a meek ſufferer through this world of miſery; 
a ſincere and contrite penitent, for time mif- ; 
pent, and talents miſapplied; a humble believer 
in Chriſt his Saviour. I ſaw him in laſt ſuffer- 
ings; 1 heard his laſt words: He languiſhed 
under weakneſs extreme; he laboured under 
moſt grievous pains. He was wonderfully 
patient and reſigned ; for he knew in whom he 
believed, and his hope was full of immortality. He | 
prayed with uncommon fervour to his good 
God, even to Jeſus Chriſt, in whom all tis 
hopes were placed, and « without whom,” ſays 

5 | TE Bd he, 


” [8]. 


he, F? PORE would be no Heaven to mee” 
Death was the - wiſhed for meſſenger, whom 
he earneſtly expected. Three days before that 
awful event, his pulſe ceaſed to beat, and 
the fight of his eyes went from him—the laſt ſtrug- 
| gle is ovef; the bitterneſs of death is paſt. There 
was a humble dignity and compoſure in that 
hour of trial, worthy the man and the Chriſtian, 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
laſt end th more pinks my e bs ie 
hi. e 


1 The and: is now cles on- his worked re- 
mains, and we can only remember what he 
once was. Thoſe eyes which beamed intelli- 
_ gence and meekneſs, are for ever cloſed : Thoſe 
lips which expreſſed all the fineſt feelings of 
affection, are now. motionleſs, cold; and black: 
That voice fo harmonious and ſweet, which in- 
ſpired joy and conveyed truth, now welcomes'us 
no more: Thoſe hands hang down in feeble- 
neſs extreme, which were employed in wy the 
active duties of n life. 8 
The worthy 8 now gone — pole. 8 
ſed the reputation, without the riches, of Job: 


a and N could he nn. I went out to the 


| gate, 


. 9 J 

FL the gong men ſaw me ond hid themſelves ; 
and the aged aroſe and ſtood up : The nobles held 
their peace, and their tongue cleaved to the roof of | 
their mouth, When the ear heard me, then. it bleſ- 
ſed me; and when the eye ſaw me, it gave witneſs 
to me; becauſe I was a father to the poor, and the 

cauſe that I knew not I ſearched out. Unto me men 
| gave ear, and waited and kept filence at my counſel, 
After my words they ſpake not again, and my ſpeech. 
dropped upon them, * For the ſake of wiſdom, 
© he had eſtimation among the multitude, and 
« honour with the elders, | altho' he was young: 
ec he was found of a quick conceit in 1 
* and was admired in the fight of great men. 
This world is only to be thoroughly known 
to diſcover its emptineſs and littleneſs. At an 
age when other people ſcarce begin to think, 
or are led away by every appearance, he deeply 
felt the vanity of all earthly good, and how lit- . 
tle it could afford to engage the wiſe and detain 
the good. The preacher's obſervation was fully 
confirmed by him, that In much wiſdom is much. 
grief; he that increaſeth knowledge increaſeth for- | 
row. Of making (and of reading of) books there 
is no end; and much fludy is a wearineſs to the fleſh. 
Sooner or later we muſt find that all knowledge 
is mere e vanity WARE does not immediately pre- 

2 5 bare 
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pare us either for the Divine preſence, or to be 
more uſeful _— our fellow creatures. 


\ \To loſe ſuch . 5 to 3 ſuch 
a Friend, in the very flower of age, is a great 
facrifice indeed; But the Lord gave him in 
mercy, and in mercy hath he taken him away. 
The Lord doeth all things well, whether he wounds | 
or heals, whether he kills or males alive : For he is 
the tender Father, the loving Saviour of all his 
creatures. He has not called us to Stoical. i ins 
ſenſibility, but to meekneſs, patience, and re- 
ſignation: We muſt ſuffer as men, but let us, 
bear our {ufferings as Chriſtians ; as the meek 
and humble followers of the King of Sufferings, 
through the thorny. path in which he is gone 
before. Let us bow before this mighty God, 
and never refuſe the purifying croſs: It may. be 
heavy to the outer man, but it will convey 
ſtrength and ſalvation to the inner man. Let 
us ſee God in all things, adore him in all 
things, be reſigned unto him in all things. 
The children of the croſs. can only become 
the children of the crown. Let us view 
the - mercy of the Lord in "Hh chaſtiſing 
rod. Sufferings are neceſſary, or the Lord of 
dwy e not ae them. Let us then | 
cleave 
Mr. 1 H. was in his bi deute years | 


En) 


cleaye unto him in the darkeft night; and our 
light fholl ſpring Forth as the morning. Let us 
depend upon him in the moſt tempeſtuous ſea, 
and He will bring us unto the haven where, we 
would be ; even to pure internal peace. Oft 
times our friends may ſuffer afflictions, or even 
be removed from us, becauſe we eſteemed the 
creature more than the Creator. When we be- 
gin to idolize the gift, then God removes it 
from us, and teaches us, by painful experience, 
that all fleſh is graß, and all the —_ 8 . 
eee eee 5 35 1h 


be Lord of i ch not — ai 
the children of nen. He ſuffers in all their ſuf. 
ferings. Are the children of the kingdom cuſt 
walking with them, either ſeen or unſeen, to 
ſupport and to ſanttify them, chat they may glo- 
rify the Lord in the fires. Correction is a proof 
of his love. I have choſen thee in the furnace of 
afliction. Let the love of God be the one ru- 
lung principle in our ſouls: Let it compoſe 
all inordinate ſorrow, ſwallow . up all ſelfiſh 
grief, purify. and enlarge every heart, to be 4 
tnple of the Lord, an habitation of our Gad. 
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Let us prepare to meet our God, by dying to 
the world : Our dear Friend here departed was 
erneified to it z He faw its emptineſs and vanity ; 
how much it promiſed, and how little it could 
perform. Let us look upon his grave, and ſee 
the end of all perfection, which depends on the 
fleeting ſhadow of life, or the narrow ſpan of 
time, Behold the folly and miſery of wordly 
love, Which would keep us ſtrangers to our. 
ſelves, and enemies to our God; would conceal 
the corruption of our fallen life, under the thin 
veil of politeneſs ; and would rather poliſh the 
deep-rooted evil of ſelf.will, than mortify it by 
the power of the croſs, It is impoſſible to blend 
the ſpirit of the world and of Chriſt together. 
Then why ſhould we any longer build on the 
ſhifting ſands, or lean on the bruiſed reed of 
Egypt! Death will prove how miſerable a 
thing it was to love this world, 'The vanities 
of time and the pleaſures of ſenſe cannot con- 
fole or ſupport us, while we ſtand on the verge 
of eternity, Then all the glories of this paſſing 
ſcene will be weighed in the balance of the ſantu- 
ary, and found lighter than vanity. Remember the 
words of the Lord, How ean ye believe who receive 
honour one of another, and cel not the honour which 
_ cometh from God, In this night of unregenerate 
N 5 nature, 
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nature, the lovers of the world may content 
themſelves with notions of faith and forms of 
devotion, but in the hour of trial, nothing can 
{upport and ſave but a CITE OY _ an 
ae Saviour. | 


The FRO of our 5 Friends e calls 


upon us to examine ourſelves, whether we have 
been wanting to them in any of the duties and 
attentions of holy charity : Whether we have 
preferred our ſelf-will to their better wiſhes, 
and put them to needleſs pain, becauſe we re- 
fuled to make a little ſacrifice, The barrier of 
the grave interpoſes: Our friends are removed 


from us: They do not require, they cunnot 


receive our aſſiſtance. We then may lament in 


vain, Why did I not value ſuch worth, im- 


prove by ſuch wiſdom, and be reconciled to 
{ſuch virtue? The pride, the ſpirit, and the 
ſelf. importance which now ſeparate choice friends, 


will then appear to be, what they really are, 


meanneſs, folly, and wretchedneſs. If you 
delay the buſineſs of reconciliation and the of- 
fices of kindeſs, depend upon it, the hour of 
ſeparation and diſtreſs muſt come. Your friend 


and your brother will be removed; perhaps we 
have 8 with him . the laſt time, and ſtiall 


never 
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never meet him again except beyond the grave. 


Sorrow becomes poignant indeed, when we 
reflect upon his excellencies, and our neglect. 
Let us then improve the few remaining hours 
of our lives. The dead cannot be profited, 
the living may. Let us then be more attentive 
to all the duties of holy eharity: Let us conſi- 
der nothing as little which concerns the hap- 
pineſs of our brother; for he that loveth another 
fulfilleth the whole law. If we love not our brother 
whom we nate ſeen, how can we love God whom we 
have not ſeen? Let us love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in his members on earth. Thus ſhall we unite 


piety and benevolence, 'the glory of our God | 


and the happineſs of our fellow- creatures, to- 
gether. Baniſh all envying, ſuſpicions, and 


 jealouſies ; that divine love may reign in our 


3 and the kingdom of God be opened within 
Let us ſtrive after that perfect oy wok 
wy na San IN Jer! hath POR: 


."Phde appears ſontkichs oath add der 
in grief. We only dwell upon the excellencies 


which we have loſt, while the gentle mantle of 


charity is ſpread over the imperfections of our 
friends. We ſometimes'may ardently wiſh for 
their return (ſuch is the weakneſs of man) not 
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ſo much for our comfort as their own: That 
we might-pay every farthing of the great debt 
of love; that we might ſupply every want, : 
watch over every weakneſs, bear with ee bur- 
5 Ws and TIE N 8 hen 5 
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It appears highly baba, bath from FEES 

ture“ and reaſon, that the angels of Heaven 

were once human beings ; and that the friends 

of our pureſt affection may become our guar- 
dian angels. The God of Mercy may chooſe 

thoſe who loved us beſt to be the inſtruments 

of his goodneſs towards us: To watch over us 

in our ſickneſs and ſorrow ; to ſuggeſt the pious 
thought, to confirm; the feeble reſolution, and 
to remove the impending danger. Time and 
ſpace can make no alteration in genuine affec- 

tion. Our departed friends may not only wean 

our affections from the earth, Which becomes 

as a wilderneſs when we loſe them; but they 

are alſo ready to welcome our arrival in a bet- . 
ter world. Our friend is not here. Fix not 
your melancholy ci on © the grave, the 

ape and _ worm. He FOO Y I . 
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ye the living among the dead. The garments of 


mortality have anſwered their day, and}are for 


ever put off. While the departed ſpirit, clothed 
upon with its houſe from Heaven, feels its imme- 


diate conqueſt. over death and the grave; it 


enters new regions, and aſſociates with new 


RIEL 3 for. 


«Millions. of . creatures ith FRY * 
e ihe both ne we wake. & when we —_— 


A 1 


ta 15 is gone to join the biin of 10 
men made AY to e with 5 who 


ask any Bale eg cds thas 2 21 
7 abilities and ſuch tempers as our friend 
poſſeſſed, he. ſhould have taken an active part 
in the world, and done more general: good in 
it. But who art thou that judgeſt another, and 
thus condemneſt thyſelf. Thy courſe-is not his 
courſe: [Attend to thy on concerns, and think 
not toi be auler and a judge of others. Exa- 
mine, vain man, whether thou art not working 
in the activity of thy own ſpirit, and miſled by 


the glimmering light of thy own reaſon. Doſt 


thou know the work he had to do; the thorny 


. | _ 
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path he had to tread, and the internal trials 
which he had to paſs through? Do not indulge 
the greateſt of preſumptuous follies - the judg- 
ing of others; leſt thou fall into the ſnare and 
condemnation of os who.1 is tlie oy f has 
brethren. | 


"But even \ this plea of 3 aa wal not aſ- | 

Git the vain objeter. For does it depend ſo 
much on office and ſituation, as on tempers, . 
affections, and abilities: Theſe muſt ahvays be 
operating in their ſpheres, and ſilently commu- 
nicating great-goad, which thou knoweſt not, 

Yet after all, It is not in man that watketh, to di- 
Ns ali dpo ot HE 


4 I will juſt 8 that i it was not our + Friend, $ 

— fault that he was not a Miniſter of the Church 
of England, which he conſcientiouſly honoured 
with bis approbation. He alſo would not re- 

ceive a nominal title, or admit a private ordi- 
nation. The ways and the will of Providence 

muſt be accompliſhed: He always employs dif- 

ferent inſtruments for different purpoſes : I 

times and the ſeaſons are in his hands. 
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Our friend is gone, never to return: He can 
not come to us, but we ſhall go to him. But, 
Lord, How long ? The world and the fleſh 


will anfwer, Many years: But God ſays, This 
night ! This night thy foul ſhall be required of thee. 
This night the Angel of Death may receive his 
commiſſion. Thou ſhalt put off the garments 


of mortality, and ſleep thy laſt ſleep : Thou 
ſhalt be numbered with the filent dead, and im- 
mediately enter the world of ſpirits. But are 
we ready to go: Are we prepared to meet our 


God ?P This is the moſt intereſting enquiry 
that can engage a rational and immortal being. 
What principle reigns within us: The old Adam, 
or the new man? Are we guided by the cun- 


ning of the - ſerpent, or the wiſdom of the dove 2 


Awake from the deep ſlumber of carnal ſecurity# 
and worldly delights. The judgment of our. 


God will not tarry. Thou haſt pace for repent 
tance ; and if thou repenteſt not, thou ſhalt be vi- 


fited of the Lord of Hoſts, with thunder, and 
with earthquakes, and great noiſe ; with florm, and 


tempeſt, ang the flame of a devouring fire. Let 


us ſeek for mercy while juſtice lingers. Let us 
diſcover and put away from us all our tranſ- 
greſſions; that iniguity may not be our ruin, but 
that peace and purity . pole: s our ſouls: | 
80 
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ſhall x we rejoice in the 1 and n day 
/ the Lord. 


A Nor rela the time, for the days are evil, 


Buy up every moment from vain converſation 
and idle company; avoid every thing which 
would hinder your being renewed in righiteouſ 

nes and true holineſs. The ſtream of time is 
ever flowing down, and thoughtleſs mortals 
drop into eternity. Now is the accepted time, 

now is the day of ſalvation. The hour cometh, and 


now is, that the dead (they who have loſt their 
original divine life) ſhall hear the voice of the Son 


of God (ſpeaking within them) and they that hear 
ſhall live. He calls every one of us to riſe out 
_ "of the vanities of time, 40 be cleanſed from all 

© / hineſs of the fleſh, to partake of his divine na- 


ture and temper, and thus to flee from the 


 weath to come. Judgment is tus ſtrange work, 


and the God of mercy reluctantly takes up the 
rod of iron, when we have refuſed: to touch 


the golden ſceptre of mercy. If we neglect 7 


the warning of this grave, we may 


next with contempt, and drop into Wer own 
unprepared. Let us attend unto the things 
which make for our peace before they are hid from 
our eyes; for the nigùii of death 'cometh when 


>» 


| 
| 
| 
j 
q 
| 
4 
y 
% 
1 
1 
1 


„ re = 


a 


L 5 
no man can work ; and here we fees woy 
day is not twelve hours long. 


I cannot la. without once more ad- 
dreſſing the children of ſorrow : Ye muſt feel; 
ye cannot but grieve, but then ſuffer as Chriſ- 
tians, as priſoners of hope, It will be profitable 
for you to cheriſh the memory of our friend, 


to recolle& his maxims of wiſdom, and to imi- 


tate his many excellencies : Like him let us 
have a continued-ſenſe of the Divine preſence, 
and live in habitual devotion: Like him, let 
us have a full confidence in an over-ruling Pro- 
vidence, and be contented in every ſtation, 
reſigned in every calamity : like him, let us 

walk in all lowlineſs and meeineſo, | efteeming 
others beiter than ourſelves, being courteous an 
gentle to all: Like him, let us cultivate. true 


| greatneſs of mind and integrity of ſoul: ſpeak- 


ing the truth from 'the heart, overcoming evil 
with good, and ſeeking all our happineſs above. 
the ſkies. Like him, let us relieve the wants 


of the miſerable, and defend the characters 
of the injured. Let us be true to our friends 


and forgive and conceal our enemies: Let 
gur forbearance exceed their dark and inve- 


terate malignity that we may enjoy the bleſſing 


of the merciful, who ſhall obiain mercy. 
5 | We 
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| We hive loſt a treaſure and''a-' comfort : 
But let us ſimply look up. unto him who 
is the alone fountain of all life,” conſolations, 
and perfection. All the excellencies diſcover- 
able in the creatures whether angels or men 
are only little rivulets flowing from the one 
ocean of inexhauſtible Perfection. The man 
who excels in wiſdom and the angel WhO 
ſhines in glory, are but dim reflections of 
the Sun of Righttoufneſs ; the ſource and 
manifeſtation of eternal righteouſneſs. Let 
us then elevate our views from man to 
| God; from the periſhing creature to the ever- 
living Creator. This mighty God, this tender 
Father, this univerſal: Saviour, reigneth in the 
Heavens above and in the Earth beneath.” The 
Mes of 175 and death are in the hands of the 
Eternal. The ends and the events are all 
directed by judgment, mercy, and truth. Let 
us humble ourſelves under the mighty hand this 
God, nor ever refuſe the cup of affliction 
which Jeſus has bleſſed. It is folly to re- 
pine againſt Infinite Wiſdom, and ii madneſs 
to ſtruggle againſt Infinite Goodneſs „ 
Power. Let us meekly bow before the Lord 
who is righteous in all his ways and holy in all 
tis 8 bs: _ 0s; Gun of Mercy, the 
* Brother 
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Brother of Man“ 7efus Chrift, the ſume yeſter-. 


done on earth as it i5 in Heaven. 


| caſion of ſorrow. May we be better pre- 
pared for our on grave, by having ſeen 
this: may we learn in time the vanity of 


we ſoon muſt follow after; may we ſo live 


in this our day as meekly to fleep in Jeſus 
nearer our latter end, ſo may every day fit 


us for it in mortified affections, filent reſig- 
nation, 


200 ng Hae 11, 17: Col. i. 18, com 2 Heb. xii. 23: Mat. 
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day, to day, and for ever, both in life and in 
death, in giving and taking away. Bleſſed 
be the name of our Gad and may his ne 


15 1 us all endeayout to 1 this oc- 


this world, and ſet our affeftions on things 
aboue, where true joys are only to be found. 
Here we are poor Pilgrims on a ſtate of 
trial where every one has much to learn, 
and much to unleam; to deny his own 
will and to do the will of God from his 


heart; one pilgrim is now called home and 


and gake in joy: As every day brings us 


neck ſubmiſſion, and active benevo- 
lence, thal we may enter the holy city of our 
God, and ſee the * of Zion in hs Ow” id 
Holmes. 
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In the note page 8, for Appendix read Poſtcript p. 111 114. 
A SERMON ON THE AFRICAN SLAVE 
. i N 
Preached before the Cor poration of Oxxox p, Feb, 1788. 
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